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Prayers collected out of a forme 
of godly Meditations, po 


Serforth by his Maieſties Authoriie: 


And moſt neceſſary to be vſcd atthis time 
inthe preſent Viſitation of Gods Devay 


hand-for our manifold 
| finnes, 


- Together with theorder of a Faſt 


to be kept. prove Af durin g 
Viſtation, 


= at London by Robere 


Barker, PrintertotheKings _' # 
- moſt ExccllentMaieſtic, | 76 " = 


ANNo 1603. 
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=> I hePreface. 


ADR Ecbctaughtby many and fundry exam- 
\ WY 5 ples of holy Sctipturcs,thatvpon occaſi- 
G \ We on of particular puniſhments, afflictions. 

= f and perils which God of his moſt iuſt 
ws 1ud;;ement hath ſomerimes ſent among 
his people, roſhew his wrath againſt ſinne, andtocall 
his peopleto repentance, and to the redrefle of their 
lives, the godlyhaue beene prouoked and {tirred vp to 
more feruencie and 'diligence in prayer, faſting and 
almesdeedes, to-amore dezpe conſideration of their 
conſciences, to ponder their vnthankfulneſle and for- 
getfulneſſe of Gods mercitull benefits towards them, 
with crauing of pardcn for the time paſt, and to aske 
' his affiſtance for the time to come, to live more god- 
ly, andſoto beedetended and delivered from all fur- 
ther perils and dangers. So king Dawrd in the time 
of  lagueand peſtilence which enſued vpon his vaine 
numbring of the people, prayed vnto God with won- 
dertull feruencie , confeſſing his faulr, defiring God 
.to ſpþa'e the people , and rather to turne his ire ro 
himward, who had chiefly offended in that tranſgreſſi- 
on. Thelike was done by the vertuous kings Joſaphat ,chro.zo's,- 
and Ezechasin their diſtreſſe of warres and forreine/in- *-Reg9.:5 1.» 
uaſions. So did Iudeth and Heſter fall to humble pray- det g.2. 
erSin like perils of rheir people. So did Darzel in his Efter 1413. 
. » : : "_— Dan 9.4. 
captiuity, and many other moe iniheir troub'es. 'Now F 
therefore calling to mind, that God hath becne prouo- 
OS ked 
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2.5am.24-14, 
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$ ked by vs to-viſit vs at this preſent with theplagueand 
q othergrieuous diſeaſes: It hath bene thoughtmeete to 
| excite and ſtirre vp all godly people within this Realm, 
to pray earneſtly andheartily to God to forgiue vs our 
ſinnes, and conſequently to turne away his deſerued 
. wrath from vs, and to reſtore vs to his gracious fauour, 
| and to our bodily health. And although it is euery 
Chriſtian mans duety , of. his owne deuotion to pray at 
all times: yet for that the. corrupt nature of manis fo 
{lothfull and negligent herein,hehath need by often and 
| | ſundty meanes tobe ſtirred vp and put in remembrance 
of his duetie, For the effetuall accompliſhment where- 
of,itis thought mectethat this order ofprayer follow- 
E. ing ſhouldat this time be publiſhed, being 
ſuchas may be vſed notonly by the mi- 
7 niſter in the Church,but by euery 
man.in his priuatefamily. 
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c Theforme of Prayers pre- 


{cribed. for the time, 


ons 


Et all Curats and Paſtours exhort theirPariſhioners 
22. to endeauour themſeſues to come to the Chureh, 
LES with ſo many of their families asmay be ſpared from 
>= their neceſſarie buſinefle (having yer a prouidentre- 
ſpeftinſuch aſſemblies to keepe the ſicke from the whole in pla= 
ces where the Plaguereigneth) and theyto reſortthithernot on- 
ly-on the Sundayes and Holydayes :bur alſo on Wedneſdayes 
and Frydayes duringthe time of theſe preſentaffiictions : exhor= 
ting them ro behaue themſelues there godLyandreuerently,and 


with penitent hearts to pray vnto God to turnetheſe Plagues 
from vs, which wee through our ynthankfulnefle and finfull life- 


haue deſerued, . 


4&;Theorder for Morning Prayer. 


CLetthe Miniſter beginning ſeruice, reade with a loy:de yoyce 


one of theſe ſentences of Scripture as they are fer downein 
the Communion booke.. Ioel 2.Dan.g,7ere.10, 


CThen readzthe Exhorcationto Confeſſion, andſothereſt asin 


the Communion booke. of Morning prayer vatill you come 
yntothe Pſalme ; D.coms let vsſing vnto theLozd, ln place 


whereof reade this Plalme which hereafter followeth :- D © 


comelecvs humbleour ſclues, 


C After which Plalme, let two orthree oftheſe Plalmes beeread” 
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as they are already ſet downe in the Communion booke, 9, 
38. 39.51, 86, 90.91.130. 


C The Plalmes ended, reade one of thefe Chapters following for 
the firſt Leflon, Deut, 28.30. 3.Reg. 3, 2.Sam, 24. locl 2, 
lonas 3, 


C Then reade, We payſe thee D God, as in the Communion 
booke, is vually after the firti leflon, 


C For the ſecond Leſſon, reade one of theſe Chapters, Marth . | 
6,0r8.0r 9. Luk.13.0r 21. 


C Afcer the fiſt Leflon, reade Beuedictus, and fo foorth asit fol- 
lowethin the Communion booke, in the order of Seruice for 
Morning prayer vntillyou cometothe firlt Colle&, Inplace 
whereof, reade the Prayer hereafter following which begin- 
neth: Almightie moſt iult and mercifull God , Which ended, 
then reade theſe two Colle , that for Peace, andthe other 
for Grace, asthey follow in orderinthe Communion booke, 


 acThee Miniteris here toreade 
the Letame. 


« Towardthe endofthe Letanie, and after theſe words : Ag wee 
Doe put our truſt inthee , Reade theprayer here newly Prinred, 
which beginneth : Deternall and enecliung God, moſt merci: 
full Fatber, #&, Which ended, then reade the Colles in or- 
der as they are ſer downe in the Communion bovke, Viz, 

 We#tmmb'pbeſeech thee, #c, The prayer for the King : The 
prayer for Biſhops and Curates, &c, The prayer of C hryſo- 
ſtome, and the bleſſing, Viz, The grace of our Low Jeſus 
Chiilt, xc, | 


CHereif the Miniſter bee no Preacher, lethim ſometimes reade. 
the Exhortation hereunto annexed, and ſumetimes the Homis 


lies, 


* 


lies, cither of Prayer orof Faſting, or of repentance, Andif 
 hebe aPreacher, itis veryexpedientthathe ſhould ſometime 
inſiſt ypon ſundrie ottne points in the ſaid Exhortation, 


44 7 heorder of Euening Prayer. 


C Reade one of the ſentences of Scripture before mentioned, 
Then reade the Confeffion and Abſolution as at Morning 
prayer : Then follow the order of Evening prayerasinthe 
Communion b-oke, yatill you come to the Pſa)mes, and then 
in place of the ordinaiic Pialmes, Reade two or three ofthe 


Plalmes appointed for this time, which were notreadinthe 
forenoone, 


CForthe firft Leſſon, reade one of the Chapters appointed be- 


fotefor Morning prayer, 


« After the firſt Leſſon for Magnificat, reade the Plalme which 
was read at Morning prayer in place of, D come letvs ſing'vn- 
to the ,opd, It beginnerh : D coinelet vs humble our lelues,fc, 


«For the ſecond Leflon, reade one of theſe Chapters, x,Cor.10. 
beginning at the firlt verſe,and ending with the fifiecnth yerſ, 
Or, 1.Cor.13.o0r2.Cor.g,or I, Thefl.q, 


q Then reade the ordinarie Plalme afterthe ſecond Leſſon, Viz, 
God be mercitullvucovs, tc, 


g Theo proceede withthe Belcefe, and ſo follow the order ofthe 
Communion booke, vntill you come to theplace whereche 
firit Colle ſhould beread, lnitead whereof, reade any ofthe 

Prayers now ſer foorth , which werenotread before at Mor- 
ning prayer. Which prayer ended, reade the ſecond ordinarie | 

CalleRat Fuening prayes: Alfo the Prayer for che King atthe 

_ endoftheLetanie, Viz. D Lodd our heauculp Father, high 
and mightie, &c, And laſtly the ordinarie ColleRatr Evening 
praycr, Viz. Lighten our daikneſle, #c, FIpA 
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& A Plalme, whereof one 
verſe istobeſaid of the Miniſter, 
.andanother by the people 
or Clerke. | 


| Come, let vs humble our ſelues, and fall 
p\ {| vowne befoze the Low, with reuerence 
V4 4 andfeare, 
:if Forhe1ts the Lord our God: and we 
arethe people of his paſture,andthe 
ſheepe ofhis hands, 
Come thertoe, let vs turne agate vnto 
our Lodd, foz he hath ſmittenvs, andhe 
thalthealevs, 
4 *Letvsrepent;andturne from ourwickednefle: and our ſinnes 
'ſhatbe forgiuen vs. 
- Letvsturne, and theLozve will turne fromhis heaute wiach, auv 
will pardou vs,and we ſhall not periſh, 
#} '6 _ For weknowledge our faults : and our fins be ever before vs. 
- jay TWechaueſoreprouoked thine anger, D Lowd, thy wiath is waxed 
i 7 hote,aud thy heauie diſpleaſure is ſoze kindled againſt vs, 
3 * - Burthere is mercie with thee, that thou niayeſt be feared : and 
thou art full of compaſſion, 
Sv 9 Thouhaſt in chiue indignation ſtrtken vs with grieuous ſickeneſle, 
{Blai.64, and by andby we haue fallen asleaucs beaten downe with a vehe* 
:o Indeede we acknowledge, that all puniſhments are leſſethen 
our deſeruings : but yet ofthy mercy Lorde corre ys to a- 
mendment,and plague ys not toour deſtruRion, 
Fox thyhandis not ſhoztened, that thou canſt not helpe: netther is 
11 thy goodneſſe abated, thatthou wilt notheare, 
'|  Thouhaſtpromiſed, O Lorde, that afore wee crie thou wilt 
' lacs © © heare ys; whileſt weyer ſpeake thou wilt haue mercy ay 
by | "ey 0 
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Fo2 none thattruſt anna halbeconfoey: neichevanyHatcall + 


vpbirchee fhalbe deſf 
For thou artthe onely/Larde, whowenatdhind doeſt hetls 14 


aoaine, who killeſt, and reviueſt bringeſt cuento hell, and Gs 3. 


bringel backe ag2ine. o - 
Durfathers hoped in thee,they truſted in thee, anv houdidveſtdeli: by 
uer them. Plat, IM 


They calted vpon thee,and were helped: th ey puttheirtruſtin 16 
thee,and were not confounded. 
D Loe,rebuke not vs in thine indignation: neither ACP v8in x7 
thp heaute diſpleaſure, KY tha 
Oremember notthe finnes nd offences of our yourh 1 bur 2G= 
cording to thy mercie thinke thowvponvs, O- .orde, forthy POL 25. 
goodnefle, 
Haue mercy vpon vs, D Love, fo2 wee are weakes D Lo heale i9 
vs, fo2 our bones are vered, 
Andnow in thevexation ofourſpirits, and theaoguiſh of our. 29 
ſoules, we remember thee,and we cry yaco thee: heare Lord, . Baruc3, 


and hauemecie, A 
Fox thine owne ſake,and oz thyholp Name ſake, incline thine eare,, 2 
aud heare,D mercitul{ L 62d, Dan.g. 


| For we doe not powre out our prayers before chy face,truſtin "2 
in our ownerighteouſneſle; but in thy great and manifolde 
mercies, 
| _ vs thoughly from our wickedneſle z and clenſe vs fromour. 23 
| mes . 
| Turne thy facefrom our 11 fin nes, and put out 21] our miſdeedes, 24 
Bake vs cleane hearts, D God: and renewaright ſpiritwithin vs: 25 
Helpe vs, O God of ourſaluation, for the olory ofthy Name 3: 26 
Odeliuer vs, and be merciſull ynto our finnes for thy Names: 
fake, 
So we thatbe thy people, and ſheepe of thyPaſture, ſhall ciue thee, plal.79. 
thankes fozeuer , and will alwapes bee Hewingfoozth De Maple, 27 
fromgenerattonto generation, 
. Glory be tothe Father, &c. 
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l forme of Prayer. 


&;Godly Prayers ſpecified to be vied 
at the Seruice in the Morning, 


Almightie,molt iuſt and mercifull God, 
weheare acknowledge our ſelues moſt 
vnwozthy to lift vp our eyes vnto hea 
| en; fo2 our con{cience doth accule vs, 
and our ſinnes voe repzoone vs. Tee 
know allo that thou, Lod, being aiuſt 
iwdge, mult needes puniſh the ſinnes of 
8] them which tranſgreſle thy Law, And 
91 when wee conſider and examine all our 
whole life, wee find nothing in our ſelues , that deſeruech any other 
thing but eternalldamnation- But becauſe thou,D Lod,of thy vn- 
ſpeakeablemercie , haſt commaunded vs in all our neceſſittes to call 


-* onelp vpon thee , aud haſt alſopzomiſcy, that chou wilt heare our 


P1ayers , notfo2 any our deſert (which isnone) but koz themerics 
of thy Houneour onely Saniour Jclus Choiſt, whom thouhaſt oz- 
' deinedtobeour onelp Pediatour and Jinterceſſour, Te lap awap 

all confidence inman, and doe flee to the thzone of thyonely mercy, 
by the interceſſion of thy onely Sonne our Sautour Jeſu Chutſk, 
And firſt ofall, we doe moſt lament and bewaple, from the bottome 
of our hearts, our vukinvneſſe and vnthankefulneſſe towards thee 
ourLozd,conſivering that beſives thole thy benefits which we enioy 
as thy creatures,common with all mankind, thouhaſt beſtowed mas 


-- ny andſingular ſpectallbenefits vpon vs, which we are not ablein 


© hearteco concetue, mich lcfſe in wozvcs worthilp to expzeſte, Thous 
* Hiſtcalled vs to the knowledge of thy Goipel. Thou haſt releaſed 
vs from thehard ſeruitude of Sathan. Thouhaſt deliucredvs from 
all hozrible and execrable Jdolatry, wherein we were vtterly dzow- 
- ned; audhaſt bzonight vs into the moſt cleare and comfoztable light 
 ofthy bleſſed wozd,by the which we are taught how coſerueandho- 

nour thee , and howe to line ozderlp with our neighbours in trneth 

and verity, Bute wee moſt vnmindefull in times of pzolperitie, of 
thele thy great benefits,haue neglected thp Commandements,haue 

abulty.che knowledge of chy Goſpel, and hane followed our _ 
| | tte 


Or ID14T1MEC OF Uilttation. 


libercle , andſerued our owneluſts, and <1ough our ſinnefill life, 
haue not wotſhipped and honoured thee as wee ought tohate done, 
And now, D Lopd, being even-compelled with thp coprection, 
we do moſt humbly confeſſe thatwe hane ſinned, andhauemottgrie* 
uoullp offended thee by many and ſundzy wapes, Audif thou, D 
Lojd, woulveſt now being p2ouoked with our diſobedience, ſo veale 
with vs as thou mightelk, and ag we hane deſerted, there remaineth 
nothing els tobe looked foy, but vyninerſall and continuall plagues ta 
this wopld, andhereafter etenalldeath anddanmation , bothofour 
bodies and ofour ſoules, Fo? if we ſhould cxcuſe our (clues , our 
owne conſciences would accule vg befoze thee,and our owne diſobe- 
dtence and wickedneſle would beare witneſſe againſtvs, Yea,enen 
thp plagues and puniſhments which thoudoeſt now lay vpon vs it 
ſundzp places, do teach vs to acknowledge our ſinnes,- Fozſecing, 
D Lopd, that thou art tuf,yeaeuen Juſtice it ſelfe , thoupuniſheſt 
nopeople without deſcrt, Yea, euen at this pzeſent D Lozd,we ſee 
thy hand terrtbly ſtretched out toplague vs,andpuniſhvs, But al- 
though thou (houldelt puniſh vs meze grienoullp then thou haſt 
bone, & fo2 oneplague ſend anhundech ,if thou houldeſt powze vp- 
8n vs all thoſe thy teſtimonies of thp moſtiuſt wzath, which in times 
paſled thou pow2ed(t on thp own choſen people of J{rael: pet houl- 
delt chou doe vsno wong , neither could we deny but we had tuſtly 
delerued the ſame, But yet, mercifull Lozd, thou art our God, 
and we nothing butdult and aſhes ; Thou art our Creatour,and we 
the wozke of thy hands : Thouart ourPaſtoz, wee arethp flocke : 
Thou art our Redeemer, and wee chy people redeemed : Thou ar 
our heauenly Father, wee are thy childzen, UAherefoze puniſh vs 
not, D Lodd, in thine anger, but chaften vs in thy mercie, Regard 
not the hoxour ofour ſinnes, but our vnfained repentance, Perfice 
that wozke which thou haſt begun in vs, that the whole wozldmap 
know, thatthou art our God & Yercifull deliuerer, Thy people of 
Jſrael ofcentimes offended thee , & thou molt iuſfy afflictedſt them: 
but as off as they returned to thee, thou diddeft receive them tomere 
cte, And though their ſinnes were neuer fo great, yet thoualwayes 
turnedſt away thy wzath from them, and che puniſhment pzeparev 
fo2 them , and that fo2 thy Conenantſake, which thou madeſt with 
thy ſeruants, Abzaham,Jſaac,anv Jacob, Thonhaſtmadethe ſame 

| B 2 CouenanCc 
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Conenant with vs (.D heaueuly Father). oz FA a Couenant of 
moze excellencie and efficacte, aud that namely .thzough themcdiati- 
'on ofthp deare Soune Jelus Chiit our Sauicur, with wholemeft 
precious Blood, it pleaſed thee that this Couenant ſhould bee, as ic 
Were, waitten,ſealed, aud coufirmed, {Uherefoze,D heauenly :F a: 
Her,weenow.cafting awap allcoufidence.in our ſelues o2anyother 
Creature, doe flee to this moſtholp Couenanc + Teſtament, where- 
mourLozd and Sautour JFelus Chyilt, vuce offeredhimlelfea Sa- 
crifice fox vs on the Crolle, and hath reconciled vs to thee fox eucr., 
Looke cherefoze, D mercifull God, not vpon the fiunes which wee 
continually commit : but vpon our Pedtatour and Peace-maker 
Jelus Chailt, that by his tuccrceſſion thy wiathinapbeepacifted, 
and wee againe by thy Fathcrly Councenance reliened andcom- 
foxted, Receiue vs alſointo thy heaneuly defence , and gronerne 
vs by thy holy Spirit, to frame in vs a newnelle of life ,therein 
to laud #magniftechy bleſſed 32ame foxener, &to lite enerpone-of 
vs accozvingto che lencral [ate aflife wherunto thou Lowhall o2- 
dcined vs ingovlp.feare and trembling befoze thee, Anvalthough 
we are vnwozthp (D heauculy Father ) by meanes of ourfozmer 
foulelife,, to crane any thing of thee 2 yet becauſe thouhaſtcom- 
manded vs tspzay fo2 allmen,we mofthumblyhere vponourknees 
beſeech thee,ſaue and defend thy holp Churchbemereifil,O Lozy 
to all common weales, Countreps, Pzinees, ndDagiltrates, and 
eſpecially to this our Realme, and © our moſt gracious Ringand 
Konuernour Ring lames, Queene Anne, Pzince Henrie, andthe 
reft of that RoyallPzogenie, increaſe the number of godly Hini- 
Ners,irndue them with thy grace to be-found faithfaland-pzudent in 
their olfice;defendtheRings Daeittes Councell, andall thatbe in 
authoziryvnderhim, oz chatſerue.in-any place byhis commanude- 
mentko2 this Realme, We commend alſoto thp fatherly mercie, 
all thoſe that be inpouerty,erile,impuſonment, ficknes,02 any other 
Kind of avuterſicy, and namely thoſe whom thy hand nowhathtou- 
'ch2d with any contagious and dangerous ſickenelle , which we be- 
ſeechthee, DLozd, ofthymercie (whenthpbleſſed willts) to rc- 
mote from vs,and tnthemeane tine, grautvs grace and true re- 
pentance,ſtedfalkfatth,andconlant patience, that whether we ne 
02 vie, wemap alwapes continue thine, and ever pzaiſe thy holy 


JName, 
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I2amne, and by chy:great-merctebee partakers ofgraceinthes life, 
aud ecevnall.glozp in the ifeto-come, Grant'vsthele andall-other 
oturhiumble petitions (D mercifull Father) fog thydeare Donnes 


ſake Jeſus Chiiſt our Lozy. Amen. 


vs Cicruallandeuertiuing-God malt merciful Fa- 
£$% AX > ther, which of thy.greattong ſuffering anvpaci- 
23D B ence , halt hitherto ſuffored aud bowme with vs 
MC C1; molt miſerable ofend:xs, whohaue ſolong ſtrap- 
NAIL JF £d out of the wap, and bzoken all thy lawes and 
7/7) TFDWSSy commandements, and haue, neither by thy mant- 
folv benefits beſtowed vpon vs viwozthpand vnthaukfull ſinners, 
n92 by'the vopce of thy {ernantsauppeachers;'by continnal thieat- 
niugsout ofthy holy word, hitherto-bene mouos, either as thy chil- 


* den, of love to returne vuco theeour moſtgracious Father, either 


fox feaveofthy iudgements, a#humble anvlowlyſeruants to turne 
fromoem'wickedneſle , Aud therefoze, moſtrighteons /Jidge, hp 
panence being (as it were) ouorcomeat thelaſt, with our ob%uate 
vurepentace, thonhafi mol tultly-execut.d thoſe thy terrible th1cats 
now partly vpon-vs , byplaguing vs ſo (withmoſtdzeavfull and = 
deadly ſicknes) wherebp great multicudes of vs are daylp afflict:y 
and conſumed, Te beſcech thee, Omercifull Father, that inthy 
with thou wilt remember thy os qxreatmercies, and tocozrect vs 
inthy tadremencs,aud not in thywilt anger, teſt we beall confine» 
and bzoughtto-nought, Looke not ſomuch vpon vsaud our deſers 
umgs, D molt righteous Judge, to take 4 vengeance on our 
Ginnes: but ratherremember thy infinite mercics, D molt meroifull 
Father.pzomiled tovs by thy vearely beloued Sonne our Sartour 
Jelis Chult, fox whole ſake, and in whole name, we doe carneſilp 
aud humbly-craue mercy and forgiucneſſe of our finnes, and deltue- 
rance from this hozrible fickeneffe, betng the mtpuniſhmen tand 
plague foztheſame , Audas thy holp wozd dothteſtifie , that thy 
yeople of llages, beingiulily plagued fo? their ſinnes, and petiu 
their ditreſſe vnfainedly turning vuto thee, andluing foxthy mer- 
cy, obtained theſame : Soltkewile wemoſt wozthilp now afflicted 
witharieuousand dzeadfull plagues fo? our iniquities, pzap thee, D 
merelfull Father, toccrant vs thyheauenly grace, that we may m_ 

BW 3 wile 


AAA 


wile both truely and vnfainedly repent, and obteine thy mercy, anv 
deliuerance from theſame, which we beleech thee, © Father of all 
mercies, and God ofall conſolation, co grant vs, fo2 the ſame Jeſus 
 Chiiſtesſake, our onely Sauiour,Pediatour and aduocate, Amen. 


45 Theſe Prayers following may be wed 
at the choiceofthe Miniſter,in place 


ofthe other two alreadie 
preſcribed, 


WS4Q232 we T, haybeene the belt foz vs, D molkrighteoug 
#4 + Judge,and our moſt mercifull Father,chatinour 
«<a bes); wealthes and quietneſle, and in the middeſt of thp 
YS. 4 R2<F manifold benefits, continually beſtowed vpon vs 

a) (EN), molt vawozthy ſinners, we had ofloue hearkened 
EG @W/SDDED (0 thy voice,and turned vnto thee our molt loutng 
and gratious Father : foz in ſo voing; , wee. had done the partes of 
good and obedient loutug; childzen, Je had aiſo.bene.well, if at thy 
d2eadfull thzeates out of thp holy wozd continually-pzonouncedvnz 
to vs by thy ſeruants our Pyeachers, wehadof fcare, as coprigible 
ſeryancs, turned from our wickedneſſe, But alas we haue ſhewey 
hitherto our ſelues cowards thee,netther as louing childze(D molt 
mercifull Father ) neither as collerable ſeruants, D Lode moſt 
mightie. TUherefoze now we feele thp heaup wzath, D molt righ» 
teous Judge, tuſtly puntſhing vs with grieugus aud deadly ſicke- 
neſle and plagues , we doenow confeſle and acknowledge, and to 
ourmoſk tulk puniſhment doe finde tn deede, that to bee moſt true, 
which wehaue ſo often heardthzeatned tovs out oftheholyScrip- 
tures, the wopd of thy eternall verity : that thou art the ſame vn- 
changeable Gov, of the ſame tuſtice that thou wilt, audvk the ſame 
power that thou canſt puniſh the like wickedneſſe and obſtinacie of 
vs linpeuttent ſinners:tn cheſe dayes, as thou haſt done tn all ages 
heretofoze, But theſame thy holy Scriptures, the woe of c<p 
trueth doe alfo ceſtifie, that thy irength is not ſhoztened, but that 
thou canff, neither thy goodneſſe abated, buc cat thou wilt helpe 
thoſe thatin theirdiſtrefle doe flie vuto thy mercies,and that thou arc 


the 
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or thu time of Uifttation, 


the ſame God of all, rich tn mercie cowardes all that call vpon thp 
name, and that thou doeft not intend to deſtrop vs vterly, but fas 
therly to cozrect vs, who haft pitte vpon vs , eucn when thou doeſt 
ſcourge vs, as by thp ſapd holp wopd, thy gracious pzomiſes , any 
the examples of thy Satnts in thp holy Scriptures expyeſled fox our 
comio2t, thouhatt aiiured vs, Grant vs, D moſt mercifull Father, 
that we fallnot into the vttermoſt of allmi{chiefes, to become wozle 
vuder thy ſcourge, but that this thy rod map by thy heauenly grace, 
lpeedily wozke invs the fruic and effect of true repentance,vnfained 
fitrning and conticrting vnto thee , and perfect amendment of our 
wholelines, that as we thzough our impenitencie, doe nowe moſt 
worthtly feele thy tuſtice puniſhing vs 2 {o by this thy coprection,we 
may alſo fecle the [weece comfort of thy mercies, graciouſlp pardo- 
ning our linnes, and pitifullp releaſing theſe grecuous puniſhments 
and dzeadfull plagues, This we craue at thy hands (D moſt mers 
cifull. Father ) fo2 thy beare Sonne our Sautour Jeſus Chaiſteg- 
lake, Amen, 
Another. 


O Lod, we hate ſinned, we have ſinned ; and milltiplied our ab-: 
hominations in thy light, the wanton pzouocation of lult tn our 
meates, the vucleane pollution of whozedome like that of Jirael is 
on our Tables, and in our Tents: and wee haue maguified our: 
ſeluegin-chs mulcicude and mightinefſe of our Nation asdid Dauid,- 
and thp wzath is incenſed, and the plague is great among vs : tut 
art thou(D God ) inthy tudgements, and it ts thy mercy that wee 
are not vtterly conſumed, And yet ( D Lodd ) \utchis the hardnefle- 
ofour hearts, and ſo great is our ſecurityin the cutome offinne, as- 
that we are not truely touched in our ſoules andcon{ciences , either: 
with that feeling appzchenſion of thine indignation againſt vs, oz 
with that fearefull expectation of further calamities,as might virece 
and caſt vs downe befoze thee with that confternation and confeſſt- 
on as becommeth ſuch miſerable aud w2ecched ſinners as we are, 
Notwithſtanding (D father of pity and of much mercte )deale noc 
with vs accopding to our linnes,neither reward vs accopding to our: 
ſuiquities , but ſanctifie vnto vs this thy viſitation; wound our fleſh 
with thy feare : poſſeſſe ouv ſoules with an awfull dzead of thy pow-- 


> er, thouwhich haſt the hearts of allmenin thy hands topzeuentand- 


mMepare. 


mopare as 6t-ſhall pleaſe thee. Conuent vs, and weſhall be: conuerz 
fed 5 tuirne/vB;and wee ſhall be turnepuntothee;, takeout wickets 
nefſe from vs;,and thouthaltfinde wfte, Vur being pleaſed'to be 
reconciled againe vnto-vs tt the name and mcvtation of our onelp 
avuocate and Sauiour Jeſus Chaiſt, burying thole greatand grie= 
nous ſinnes of our: Nattowin the graueof that dy Sonne ; heale 
vs againe, D'Low, thou thathaſt wounded vs; let the voice of top 
and health be in'our dwellings: Sofhat we giue tharikes vnto thee 
inthe great Congregation, aud recodd thy mercics fo2 encr any 


euer, 
redetl f . Another. - | 

"Rong fnjiceenvs (O-Low) thouhaſiplagued vs, and feats 

 tereb-thonopſome peſtilencein our chiefe Cities;and in our ha- 
bitationground about , and we crp vnto thee ( D Low) but che ſoze 
rumnethand ccafethnot, Yet isnotchineeareheawethatthoncanft 
notheare : neither ts thine armeſhozened, that thoucanſi not helpe: 
but our ſinnes haue made a ſeparationbetweene thee anv vs,Tearch: 
vs therefoze (D Lodd ) tritelyto'repent vs of all our wickedneſſe, 
that thoualſomatelt repent thee of Ge euill intenvevagainffvs, Any 
as the ftench and bzimſtone-{entofour ſinneshath alcenved vp into 
thy noſechtils to protioke thp wzath andpocure thts plague againfk 
vs: Solet our humble ſupplications teſtified with our ceares aus: 
ſighes powzed fso2th before thee, ſanctified c<2ough faich in the in? 
terceſlioiof our Sautour , and thy Sonne Jeltis Chiilt , come vp 
intothyſight( asdiv ſometime Aaron with his golden Cenſer ftan- 
ding betweene the lining and the dead) to turne away thy wzathfull 
indignation from vs.. Dh, letvsliue, andwe willpzaiſe thee, any 
thy'iudgements {hall ceach'vs, and infozmevs in thy feare; that we 
map frame the reft of our life in all holy obevience accopingto thy 
will; andin the endofour vapes map berecetned though thymer- 
cieandcompaſſion into thy eternall glozpwithoutenv,Ainen, 

Anothier.. 


'S -nectrors molt gracious anv-:mercifull, wemoffriilerge 
Fble wietches humbly belſeech:theeinmercie and compaſſion co 
beholve our grievous afflictions; fox thine' indignation lyeth hary 
vponvs, thine arrowes ſticke-falf in vs, aw che! venime thereo- 
OI | | doeth 


3 


for this time of Uiftation, 
doeth dzinke vp our ſpirits, and thy terrours voe fight accainft vs, 


- Te confellſe(D Low) that theſe thy indgements are tuft ; fo2 wee 


haue multiplyed our tran{greiſions like the ſand ofthe ſea, andthe 
cry ofthemhath bene {o great, that ithath pierced the eaneng,and 
called fo2 vengLance againlt vs, But pet wee beſeech thee,D Lot, 
foxcetnot thou cobe gracious, and ſhut not vp thy louing kindneſle 
in diipleature ;turnc thee againe at the laft,and be gracious vnto thy 
leruants. Yclpe vs, D God of our ſaluacion , fo the glozy of thy 
Naine: D deliner vs, & be mercifull vnto our ſinnes fo2 thy names 
lake: take thy plague awap fromvs, fox wee are eten con:tmed by 
the mcans of thy h:aute hand: cauſe thine Angel to ſheath his \wozd 
agatne, and p2elerue thou thoſe which are appointed to dre, D ſati(- 
fie vs with thy mercte, and that ſoone ; ſo ſhall wee retoyce and bee 
glad all che dayes ofour life, Comioztvs againen.w after thetime 
that thou ha'! plagued vs: So ſhallwe that be thy people and ſheepe 
of thp patture, giue thee cthankes fo2 cucr ; and wee will alwayes be 
ſhewing fozth thy p)aile from gencration to generation, Graunt vs 
(D Lozd) wee belecch thee, thele graces, fo2 Jeſus Chilt his ſake 
thy onelp Sonne and our onelp Samour, Amen, 


Another, 
Lmighty God and heauenly Father, whole iuſtice and tudes 
ment is molt ſeuere and fearefull againſt thoſe that wittinglp 
and willingly tranſgreſſe thy holy commandements.and ſtubboznlp 
continue in their ſinnes and wickednefſez whole mercic agatne is 
infinite, and moſt ready to pardon and liuccour all ſuch as in true re- 
pentance turne from their ſinnes vnto righteouſneſſe, and come vn- 
fo theein che faith and meditation of Jeſus Chit; Wee hy humbls 
ſeruants and milſcrable ſinners, now viliced and ſoze afflicted with 
this grieuous plague and pcltilence, moſt wozthilp ſent amongſt'vs 
fo2 our iniquities and tranſgreſſions , in true acknowledgement of 
our manifold wickedneſſe,and thy tuſt iudgement vpon vs fox the 
ſame in vnfeigned repentance and hearty ſozow fox our ſinnes, with 
afidlpurpoſe and pzomile by thy gracious affiſtance of a better life 
hcreafter , doc now come vnto thy Thzone of grace.in the name atid 
mediation of thy deare Soune/1n whome thou art wellpleaſed our 
Lopd and Sauiour Je.us Chiilt)in _ faith ot —_ = 


7 forme of Prayer,esc. 
chaſed foz vs, byhisblood, and full confidence of thy generall par- 
don pzoclatmed vnto vs in the Goſpel : moſt humbly beſeeching thee 


fot his ſake, topardon and fozcciue vs all our ſinnes paſt, in thought, | 


wopd, and deed, any wayes committed agcatnft thy diuine Pateſtie, 
and holp Lawes : to giue vnto vs cuerp dap mote carneft aud vn- 
feigned repcutance fo2 the ſame: toplant in our hearts by the grace 
of thy holy Spirit, a ſetled feare ofthp Name, and full reſolution to 
lead thereſt of our life in the carefull obedience of thy holy will in 
our callings, and faichfull hope of a better life to come : and ſo tore: 
mooue f:om vs lpeedily this heaute plague and grieuons affliction 
(which now reigneth and ragcth amongſt vs) leaft wee be vtterlp 
con/umcd, Graunt vs good Lode (of thy grace and mercie) all 
meanes needfull hereunto : {eaſonable weather & good ayze, whole- 
ſome meats and medicines, and whatſoeucr elſe thou knoweſt p)oft- 
fable fo2 vs : toccether, with a due care and conſcience inour ſelucs, 
tovſe the ſame accopdingly : thatneither we tempt thy Mateftie by 
p}e:umption, in contemuing of the contagion; oz neglecting the 
m-anes of auoiding, remooutng, and rep2eſſing the ſame : neither 
d:ſpaireof thy goodneſſe,02murmure againſt thy pzoudence (tfwe 
be notſo ſoone calcd anddeltuered as we deſire : ) but that wee may 
(ſubmitting our ſelues in all things to thy good will and pleaſure) 
{ceke thy mercifull fatour fo2 our releaſe and ſuccour by true faith 
and repentance : vie the meanes foz eale which thou gueſt vs, with 
care and diligence :helpe the afflicted , and p)eſerue the whole with 
compaſſionate pitte and charitte : and finally depend vpon thy p2out- 
dence,and walt fo2 thy gracious deliuerance, wtth conſtanthope any 


patience, Yeare vs,andhelpe vs, © Low God ofmercie, and Fa- 


ther ofcompaſſton, in thename and fo the ſakeof thy deare Soune 
our molt gracious Dedtatour and Redeemer, and moſt glozious 
L od and Sautour Jeſus Chyilt, Amen, - 
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44 Alhort 


<A ſhort Preface to be vied 


before the Exhortation follow- 
ing, by the Miniſter who is 


not 2 Preacher. 


SS Hen the Apoſtles wrote their ſeueral! 
NA £74] {| Epiſtles todiuersChurches,they were 
WY 23x co be read(by the Miniſters eſpecially) 
7 NY/= in the Publike Congregations, As it 
NAV I" may appeare, in thar S, Paul having 
= SS) | writtenat Jarge of many poynts of Re- 


| ligion co the Theſſalonians, concludeth in this fort : 1 


charge you inthe Lord , that this Epiſtle be read wnto all the 
brethren, the Saints. Andin the end of his Epiſtle to the 
Coloſſiars : !/hen this Epiitle faithhe, i read of you: cauſe 
that it be read in the Church of the Laodiceansalſo : and that 


gee alſo reage the Epiitle written from Laodicea. 


The naire of Homilies by a miſunderſtanding con- 
ceit,is not acceptable with many : and yet they are no- 
thingelſc ineffect, bur Epiſtles or Declarations groun- 
ded vpon the wordot God, to teach Chriſtian men and 
women their dueties tohis Diuine Maieſtie, howe to 
b.lecue, and what to practiſe : carefully & ſoundly writ- 
ten vato vs by Apoſtolicall men, with the approbation 
oftheChurch . There is here ſet downe, agreeable to 
the time,a godly Exhortation or Epiſtle,(as it way well 
be termed) written vnto you all here prelent, by ſuch as 
are inauthoritie,and do loue you with anvnfained loue 
in Chriſt leſu, who intreat you by the mercics of God, 


That you wilbecontent and willing to heare, what for 
C 2 . your 


Te eo Ceneltons 
pot - y 


Wnmbh I, 
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11 EXPortation. 


your good,vpon mature deliberation theydo write vnto | 
you : not as of themſeſues, but inthe bleſſed Nameof 
the moſt glorious Trinitie: to whom they c:aſenotto 
commend youallin their dayly prayers, 


* An Exhortation fit for the time. 


—M 


S771, 32 thedue conſideration of the mozeali- 
SD} feandplague, wherewith God at this 
AS] tline hath gricuouſly viſited vs , two 

& [| p2tucipall things are to be looked into; 
| F irſf what may be the cauſe of chis ins 
/\1 fectious diſeaſe ; then what cure, 02 re- 
>. 1 vEj ncdtemay be pzoutded toremoue, ſtay, 

£ SI. ['02 mitigate the ſpzeading and the tn- 
= === crcale thereof, The Philoſopher and 
Phiſition doe alledge tuchnaturall cauſes as theſe: che tnfection of 
of the ape, the coruption of the blood, andhumozs in the body of 
man: the contagion which the ſound partie map receiue from per- 
ſons, 02 places alreaÞic infected : and all theſe are true intherr kind, 
But ouer & aboue thcle caules alledged,the grave and weighty au- 
thojitte ofthe wozd of God mult infozme vs of an other cauſe. a cauſe 
not uaturall, but ſupernaturall : namely, the wzath of God pzouo- 
kcd-aiid incenſed by the ſinnes of any $2atton o2 people , hath often 
bought in the peſtilence, as the ſwozve and fcourge of God to de- 
ſtrop them, o2 chaſten them foz their finnes, The peopl:? of Jfracl 
murmured againft God im the wilderneſle , and not regarvinghis 
louing care and pzoutdence oucr them (who fed them miraculoup 
with water out of the Rocke, and with Dana from Heauen) wape 
ed wanton in their deſires, and required fleſh alſo (o2 their luſt 
which. though they obtamed , pet notwithflandingwhile the meate 
was futheir mouthes, the plague of God fell vpon, them and ſlew 
the wealthieſt of them, and {notedowne the cholcn men that weis 
tn Iſrael, as you may read, Acaine the multitude of the people of 
Iſraeltaking part with thoſe factious and lſeditious conſpiratozs, 


Ccrah, 


tg 1-141111# 


Corah Dathan and Abiram,nturmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, 
and grudgedagaiult that their authozicie ot magiſtracie and pyteſt« 
hood wherein God him:elfe had eftabliſhed them 3 wheretoze a 
plague came vpon them. and there dyed 14700, Agatne the ſame 
people of Jſrael c:mmitted whozedome with the daughters of Mo- 
ab. which calleo them allo to the ſacrifice of their gods; wherefoze 
the wiath cf the Low was kindled agatuſt Jſrael, and there dyed 
thatplazue 24000, Agatnein the dayes of.6ing Dauid the wiath: +.5am 24, 
of th: Lozd was kindled againſt J{riel, and Sathan mooued Da. »-Chronezr, 6 
uid fonumber Flrael and Juda : and theLowſent apeltilence, and 
theredied of the people from Dan to Berſeba 900co, The Apoſtle 
Satne Paul alfo, ſiguiftethinhis Epilile to-the Cozinthians, that 
fo2 their pzophanation and abuſing the holy- Sacrament of the * 
Lopds ſupper, many ofthem wereficke and weake,and-many-died,. 
Laſtly, of allſinne the ſame Apofltle laith;- that to} ſuch things com- Fphe.s. 
meth the wzath of God vpon the child:en ofdiſobedtence, So that- 
fromthele examples wee ſee, chat ſinne mooueth the Lozd to wiath, 
and the w2ath of the Lozy ſendeth the plague, mortalitte, dileales, 
and death amongſtmen, 

Which being fo eui-enta trueth,cofirmed by ſomany examples 
out-ofthe holy Scriptures, if mull be cofelled & acknow!edged that 
the ſame cauſehath pzocured th: ſame punthment with vs: and thac- 
in theſe daics,theſe cuil dates of outrs,our tranſgreſſions in number - — 
mote. in degreemone hainous then thoſe of Jſrael , haue filled full 
the meaſure of tniquitie,# cauſed Gedto fil ful.the cup ofhis w)ath, 
and given vs this dradly winetovzinke, The peopleof Jſrael re- ,; 
guired meat foy theirluſt #che people of England nouriſhthetr luſt Pail 7h. 
fo) their meat, giuing over themſelues to ſurfeting &dzunkenneſle, 
and as thoſe that make their belly their God, and their glozy their 
ſhame,are become a by-wozd-vnto netghboz Nations fo2 gluctony, Numb.1s. 
and belly-cheare, The people of Jrael murmured and rebelled a- 
gainſf Moſes, and Aaron-their leaders: andtherehoue bene alſoa- ,, ;., 
mong vsin Cnglandnot cnelp ſuch as have deſpiſed gouernment,#- 
ſpoken cuil ofthoſe that-arc in authozitte 2 bur ſuch alſs as S-Paul | 
p2opheſted of, that there thould come 1n thelatterdayes Traitours, ** 
heady,hixh minded,murmurers,malecontents,fault-finders,as S., _ 
Jude calleth them ; ſ[uch as haue attempted refoymation, aud alte-. 
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ration; with no leſſe diſturbance: to the Church of God among> 


vs : noleſſedanger and perill to the ſtate, and common wealth ; . 


aud therefoze with as much offence aſſuredlp in the ſight of God, ag 


was the contradiction of Corah and his complices, The people of 


Trael committed whozevome with the paucchtersof Moab : and 
there are many of the dauxhtersofEngland ltke thole daughters of 
Moab,and too many like vnto that Zimr: ap2tnce in Jſrael, whoſe 
fonications are notozitous in the light of the wozld, aud who with 
a ſtrumpets fozcheao, and a face of byaſle, care not to conceale their 
abhominattous, and there watiteth greatly thezeale of Painches ta 
puniſh them ; and therefozeno maruetle,if Go> himſelfe ſtand foxch 
fo plague the land fo2 chem. Ave vnto theſe that happely with 
Dauid, wee haue liftcd vp our hearts m the nwlticudeof our peos 
ple, and magnifted our ſelues, that we areamtigh'te and populous 
Nation, aſcribing vnto cur ſelues, and ou; owne ffkrength the hos 
nour, and viceozie ouer our encimiceg, wh ch God with his owne 
right arme hath gotten vuto htinſelte fo2 his glozp, Adde mozeouer, 
that ſwearing, outragious oathes, end curſed ſpeakingsare to bee 
heard ouc ofthe monthes of all eſtates, yeaeucn of very childzen tn 
our ſirectes, whereby the name of God ts very gricuouily pzopha- 
ncd, Adve allo th:.tour iraves and traftique ts become the p)actiſe 
of deceite, and theft, while we make our gaine by lying, foz{wea- 
ring, falſe meaſure, falſe weig ts,and falle lights which are an ab- 
homination vnto che Lozd, And thercfoze no ma: util if that flying 
booke of the cure of God againſt the ſwearer, aud the thiefe, haue 
entred into our houſcs , aud takenhould of the ſtone, and timber 
thereof, Belides all theſe, the Lozys Sabboth is not kept holp, 
but polluted : the wozd of God and the miniſtery thereof tsnot re- 
ucrenced, but deſpiſed : his holy Sacraments are etther neglected, 
02 abuſed; generally the name of God is cuill ſpoken of among the 
aduerlaries of the trueth thzough vs, 3nd our diſſolute and licenct- 


- ous conuerlation ; and theretoze the caule 1s apparant why the 


plague is bzokenin amongſt vs: God hautng thzeatned vs in his 
wozd as the pcople Jſrael,that becaute we wil not obey the voice of 
the Lowd our God todo alþts commandements, andhts ozdinances 
which he commands vs, he will ſite vs with a conſumption, arid 
witha feuer, and with a burning ague, and ſhall caule the peſtilence 

fo 
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{n Exhortation. 


to cleante vnto vs vutill hee haue conſumedvs from the land, And 
thus much ofthe cauſe of the pctilence. 


Now let vs examine & {ec what hope sfhelpe,what cure oz reme- 


die,remainethvnt> vs in this viſitation, Theremedie is tobe ſozted 
out anſwerable to the caule of thedilealc:ſs y ifGods anger againſt 
ſinne hath cauſed this moxtalitie among vs (asheretolsze hath bin 
ſhewed amongſt other people) if wee ſhall remooue our finnes out 
of the ſight of God, his w2ath ſhalceaſe, and with his wiath ourpu- 
nimenc, Fo? the applying of this ſoueraigne balme vnto ourpze- 
ſent ſoze, there is by pubuike Der pyeſcribed, that Faſting any 
Payer, the crue lignes andtokensofour vufetned repentance, and 
conucrſion vnto God, ſhould bee excrciled in all Congregations: 
eſpecially in and about London, that all vegrees and Eſtates of 


people might therebp be admontſhed to humble themſelues vuder, 
\ 


vnto the woztd, that thep deſire nothing moe then to bee reconci-* 


* the mightie hand of God, to acknowledge their ſinnes,and by their 
bumiltatton and deccſtation of their fozmer wicked life, to teftifte-| 


led againe to their good and gracious God , that hee may cauſe 


his indignation to ceaſe, and turne away this his fearefull chaſtiſe-' | 


. mentfrom amongſt vs, Andas faſting and pzaper are meanes ſpi- 
rituall, appointed in the word of God, and alwapes p2actiſed in the 
Church of Godatluch times as hee afflicteth his pcople with anp 
contacccous dileales oz plagues fo? ſinne : Do are there allo other 


naturalland ozdinary meanes nof tobe neglcctcd, but to be receined. 


and vſed againſt the naturailcauſes of this infection, Fo2 though 


it be true thatall things are gui>ed by Gods poutdence 3 and that 


he voeth what he willdoe inheauen and in earth : yet hee effectech 


and buingeth his willto paſſe by oder and by meanes chat himlſelfe - 


hath determined. The eyes of ail things looke vp vnto the Lodde, 
and truſting inhiahe giueth chem their meate in due ſeaſon ; but 
pet the Lozd will haucall men tolabeur, and eate the labozs of cher 
hands, foz the maintenance of their life, Jt is the Lozd that bzingeth 
backe againe from the gates of deaih, and reſtozech men that were 
ſicke to their fozmerhealh ; and pet h..thhe ozvained the Phiſition, 

and creat?d many medicinable and comſo:table things to pzocure 
and peelerue the health ot man, t hath commaundedvs to ple them, 
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in Exhortation. 


- Geninuſt plant and water: though it be God onely that gineth the - F 
increaſe, Ff the huſbandmen ſhould giue ouer their tillage and pze- | 
tend that they meant to depend vpon Gods p2ouidence, looking et- 
ther tobee fedde from Heauen, o2 that the earth ſhould of her owne 
accopd bying foozth vnts them grapne and cone, andall neceſſarte 
fruits fo? their reliefe; were it not in reſpect of themſelues cxtreame 
madnes, and towards God amolk wicked temptatton 4 Jt cannot 
beedented, but that this grzeuous lickenes which now reigneth a- 
monglt vs, both is, and ſhall be goucrned by Gods pzoutdence, doe 
men what they liſt z But yet ſuch as truely feare God, and are tru- 
ly inſtructed out ofhis wozd, will ſubmit themlclues vuto his hea- 
uenly pzouidence in ſuch fozt as h:e hath appointed them, Then 
good king Ezechiah was licke of this diſealc of the plague as di- | 
uincs doe deliver, he pzaped and wept,and vied thoſe meancs mcete , 
to pacifie the anger of God. And when God had determined that 
be ſhould not die of that ſickeneſle : though hee could novoubt haue 
healedhim without meanes by his wodd onlp , yet he directeth his 
P2ophet co ignifte vuto him the medicinable meancs of his helpe, 
namely, that he ſhould apply aplaſter of figges to his loze to ripen 
and heale it, So that we ſee, firſt pzayer to God, and then the vſe 
of othcr neceſſary and pzofitable meanes muſt not be neglected, 

Now if any man ſhould obiect 2 ſay: thts viſitation connneth of 
God, and Jknownot whether Jmay pay againlt it, hee bewzays 
eth greatly his ignozance in the Scripturres of God, Fozin every 
vilitation of this, oz any other plague there mentioned, pou ſhall 
finde that the holymen of God till laboured by p2aper aud ſupplica- 
tion vnto God to remoue the ſame from theſelues and their people, 

Nomb.zs, Moyles is ſat> to haue (toodin y gap to turne away p wiath of God, | 
v1 10s, And Aaron, ran withhis golden cenler to ſtand betweene the lining 
1 and thedead,# Phinees thepiieſt ſtood vp and p)aied,and the plague 
a, ceaſcd. Dauwd ſeeing the Angel ready to deſtroy Jeruſalem. built 
an Altar, offered ſacrifice, and bjake fozth into thathis moſt ardent, 
and earneſt ſuppiication foy the people, 

Jc:aine,becauſctu this great moxtality ofours we find by experi: 
ence,ihatnot ſownch any general copruptton of the aire,noz anp dil: 
temperature fn the blood, ozhumozs ofmens bovies haue bene the 
cauſes ofthe ſpzeaving# continuing of this infection, as the conta- 


gion 
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gion that the diſeaſe itſelfe hath bzed, and which one man receiuech 
from another, the ſound from thole that are ſicke : Therefoze alſo 
men are to learne that onechiefe and ozdinary meane ofthetr pzelſcr- 
uation in this dangerous time ts, the atopding of the contagion that 
commeth by mingling diſowerly the ſound, & the ſicke together, And 
if there be any chatbeing yet ſound doc thinke they are not bound in 
coaſcience to ſhun and auopd the perſons @ places that are infected, 
except it be incaſe ofneceſſity:o2 ii thoſe thatare diſeaſed,o2 do keepe 
in houſes where thediſeaſe isknowen tobe, ſhall chinke much cthac 
thep areſhucvp,andreftrained fromcommingabzoad o2 frequencing 


NT ——— — 


the common and publique aſſemblics of thoſe that arecleare, hauing 


inthe meane timeCuch things as are neceſſary fo thetr ſuſtencations 
They mult be content co heare out ofghe wozd of God their errour 
thercin and ignozance, The diſeaſe of che lep2oſie was tafectious 
as is the peſtilence, and whenſceuer any wereſinitten with chat dif- 


eaſe, it was notſurely without the will oz pzouidence of God : and 


pet we may ſafelp learne even of God himſelfe without any pyeit- 
dice tohis good pzoutdence, how we ought in that and other kinde 
of infeccious maladies tovemeane our ſelues fo2 the auoyding ofthe 
- damage thereof. The Leper (Cath the Lozdin the x 3,Chaptec of 
Leuicicits,)in whom the plague is, ſhall hauehis clothes rent, any 
his head bare, and ſhallput a coyertng vpon his lips, andſhall cry ; 
I am yncleane, Iam yncleane. And aslong as thisdiſeaſe ſhall be e 
vpon him he ſhall dwell alone, without the campe ſhall his habitatt- 
on be, The renting of his clothes here menttoned was a ſigue of 
his mourning and lamentation fo2 that affliction :hce dwelt alone 
fo2 feare of infecting others. And ifat any timehee went abzoad to 
take the ay2e,his lips were couered,that his byeath might notinfect 
ſuch as came neerehim, Aud beſides he was to gue warning,thaf 
allmen might the mote carefully auopde him by crying out vnto 
them : I am vncleane, | am vncleane, 

Furthermoze it wag ozveredby the Love, chat the cloathes that 
wereinfected ould be burut, the houſes purged, and in ſome caſes 
_ of mote danger of infection pulled downe and vtterly defaced, Jn 
whichreſpect , there was a general commandement giuen to the 
people , That they ſhould take heeve of che plague of the Lepyolle, 
All theſe and diners other rules and cautions preſcribeyby GDDO 

D bimlelfe, 
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hinſelfe, were chiefly grounded vpon this, That theviſcaſe ofthe 
{:y10Je was infectious. Thereby we are to learne, that fonalmuch 
as the viſcaſe ofthe plague is tarre moe infectious, contagious,any 
daugerous;then that was of the lepzoſie; wee ſhould be lomuch the 
m82e carefull to auotd it ; and tuch as are infected , moe charttablp 
minded and religtoully humbled vnder the hand of Gov, then diſos 
b:ying all authoyity, to thhultthemſelues into the copany of others, 
whereby themottalitie dayly fo increaſeth, And tif any man ſhould 
thinke; that the viſeale of che plague were not contagtous and infec: 
tizus, ſogroſſea conceit ts rather tobepitted, then coniuted, being 
contrary to the common #lamentable experience of theſe times,any 
contrary to the tudgement of all learned and wiſe men tn all ages, 
Iftherefoze wee deſire that Almighty God ſhould withdzawehts 
bcaute hand from vs, and deliuer vs fron: this affliction, it ts not 
{ufficient fo2 vs by faſting audp)ayer , to humble ourſelues vnto 
his diuine Pateſtic, except wetopne therewith our beTenveauours 
anddiligence , by vſing luch other meancs as God hath appointed 
fo2 the Caying of it, Otherwile, if wee delpile all goop meanes : if 
we neither regardtokeepe our ſelues in a good eſtateof our bodily 
health by the counſell of the learned Phyſictan ; if wee make a 
mocke of all pzeſernatiuesof Art: ifwee neglect allenill andinfec- 
tious lauours,and refuſe the benefit of the purer apje : if wee run de- 
tperatelp and viſozderlp tuto all places and among allperſons,and 
P2etend our faith.and trulf in Gods pzoutdence , ſaying 2 1f he will 
ſaue me,he wil faue me: and if Idie,l dic. This is notfaith inGod, 
but a grolle,ignozant, and foole-hardy prefivence and pzeſumption, 
little differentfrom that ſubtill temptationof Sathan toour Saut- 
our Chuilt,co thzowhimlelfe headlong fromthe toppe ofthe pinacle, 
in hope that God would ſend his Angels toholdhim vp, which were 
a wanton & dangerous tempting of God oz elſe with Saint Peter, 
foleade himſelfe into temptation, andby deſiring to walke on the 
water,to batng his like into aneedleſſe and vuneceſſary hazard and 
perilt without anp warrant of an ozdinarte calling,o2 any comfozt of 
ago0d conſcience therein, 

- Þoeouer, ifmen at any time willpzepare themſelucsco death, 
thenſhould thep elpecially when they are in the greateſtdanger, as 
thepare who zre already infected,o2 doe without v2gent cauſe reſozt 

| buto 
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vnto them, Now in pzeparing our ſelues toleaue this wozld,what 
one thing almoſt ts moze neceſſary then a charitable heart towardes 
all men, which they cannot haue by any poſſible meanes, who cither 
knowing themlelues to be infected do keepe company with ſuch as 
are cleare ; o2 that being whole, ds enter without any neceſlitie tnts 
places infected, and afterwards relo2t into all compamees, asifthey 
were ſure that neither they thFſclueg no? their clothes were tainted, 
When king Azariab became aleper, becauſe he knew the danger of 
his diſeaſe, and found by the Law of God the reſtraint of thoſe that 
were lo diſeaſed, though a Ring, pet washee content to dwell in an 
houle apart all the dayes ofhislife, and lothanhis ſonne gouerned 
it his ſtead, This his obedience muſt needs condemne their viſozde- 
red licentiouſneſſe, who though the meaneſt among the people, pet 
| betneinkected thinke [cone to keepe their houſes though but fo a 
ſhozt time; and b2cake abzoad they will whatloeuer come of it, no 
authottie, ozers, lawes,o2 pzoclamations can reftratne they: and 
others there are as wilfull co aſſociate and mingle themlelues with 
them. Wherein howe cruell the one loztare againſt themlelucs in 
hazarding; their owne lines and theirs thatdepend on them; how vn- 
charitable the other ſozt are towards thetr bycthzen by deriuing their 
tnfection into them,andhow iniurious both lozts are tothe ſtate and 
commonwealth wherein they line, by pzolonging and ſpzeading the 
danger, which otherwfle by their better government might be {00s 
ner ſupp}eſt, allwiſe men ofſouny iudgement are veryſozte either to 
lee,o2heareic, 
TWherefoze,conſidering all that hath bene ſpoken tendeth to this 
end, To ſhew that our ſinnes haue cauled thts fearefull Utſifation 
Ug to bzeake foozth againſt vs; and that the remedy left vnto vs fox 
our hope ofhelpeherein, ts our ſpecdy repentance, vith pzaper and 
faſting, together alſo with the good vle ofozdinariemeanes, and 
the waty and carefullcariage of our ſelues out ofthedanger ofcon- 
tagion : let vs bee truely wiſe, and demeane our ſelues in chisttme 
of our triall, as thoſe thatmake good vle of Gods cozrecttons t let 
vs neither murmure no2 grudge again(t the wiilof God , no? take 
impatiently what our ſinnes haue deſerued, and Ged in his fatherlp 
care hath inflicted vpon vs fo2 our amendment : let vs notnowe 


adde ſinne vnto ſine, but fozaſmuch as the deſperate ſecuritie of 
D 2 thoſe 
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thoſe,that feeme neither to feare, no? to flie from this infection, is 
but atempting and ponoking of the tudgement of God : ſeeing it 
map be an hind?rance vnto the frutt ofthe pzapers,and fattng ofrhe 
Chirch, which be they neuer fo irict andzealous , (ſhall hardly p2o- 
cure arcleale of this burdcn of God, if wilfull and intemperate ſpt- 
rits will not be keptin opder } ſecing ſtich their vuruly licenttoutnces 
cxtendeth it ſelfe to the breach of all charity,aud bzinging vpon thetr 
gwne heads ns leſſethen the quilt of wilfiull nzrdcr both of them- 
ſelues, their childzen, their families, and neighbours, which hate- 
full crueltie agatnft their owne ktnd,Turkes andinfidcls would ab- 
hozre ; ſceing it pzocureth alſo apublicke,and mantfeſt detriment to 


the State,and places where thep dwel,by hindering thetr trafficke, 
- andimpourriſhing thcir neighbours in their trades and occupatt- 


ons: letmen at the laſt be warned, and ifthcre be any fcare of God, 
any obedtence tohis wozd, any conſcience ofthe magifratcs autho- 
ritie, any fruits of our faith and Chaiſtian p)ofeſſion, whoſe badge 
and coqnizaice ts mutual love and charitie, to further and pzocure 
the common good of all: letvs not go fozward to tempt GD D, to 
continueſocruelltoour ſclues, and ſoharmefull to others 2 let vs be 
moze humble in the day of our affliction, ſubmitting our ſelucs to 
thoſe good and whollome ozders, and decrees alreadp publiſhed fox 
peuencing the further infection of his our calamitie, and making 
account of allgoodmeancs, and medicinable helpe made knowne 
vntovs fozour better pzeſeruation; leaſt wee map fecme tomocke 
God by payer and faſting, tobegge a mitigation of this his irefull 
chaſtiſement, and pet we fraine our actions contrarp and oppoſite to 
the ſuccelle we ptap fot, 

Andamong all other things pet ſpoken of, let this one aduile bee 
added without offence vnto any 3 That though ttbe a Chiiſttan any 
laudable cuſtom to accompany the bodies of che dead vnto the graue, 
and commend thein in decent manner vnto thetrreft : yet ſeetng the 
ende of ſuch aſſemblies as are then gathered togethcr ts, by the vie 
of {Paper and the wozd pzeached rather to giue comfo2t vnto the li- 
uing,then any bencfic vnto the dead; let men be aduiſed,perſwaded, 
and content, that their dead ſhould beburted withno nioze company 
then is needful fo} the interring andlaping them vp tn the earth, be- 


| cauſe the gathering together of fri;nds and neighbours in ſocom- 
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inon a contagion, cannot be withoutpzelſent danger, and hazard of 


©. theirhealth andliues ; andit ts verely thought chatinfection by this 


meancs of meeting hath enſtod vnto many, Aud heerc if cime and 
place ſerted, y Bagiſtrates might be avmoniſhed of their onerſiche, 
in that they hane takennomote carc in the beginning foz the ſtav of 
the ouerfiowing of thiseutil, But now the contagion being grows 
enſo generall,there is nopzobable meanes, eſpectally in the Citi of 
Lotdon, how they can by any ctxcumſpection doe that good which: 
mice at the firſt entrance Hae beene effected, So that now the 
chiefe remedie to be cxpceted frommanis, that cuery onewould be 
a Dagiltrate vuto hijulelfe,and his whole familte, and enveuour by. 
all good care both topzeſerue themſelues being pet ſound ; 02 being 
vileaſed,not fo ſcatter their infectib vpon others; Jf men acquainted: 
with the culkome of other countreys, ſhould compare the great ſeue- 
ritie there vſed infuch times as thele are, with the remiſſe indulgence 
which our Bagiſtrates have vſed, they (hall find great difference of 
care & gotternment ; which is not hcre remembyed to vzge any fhar: 

p:r directions,then map well agree with thenature of our people, 
The concluſion of all is this, that thauigh there cannot be too much 
caze taken fo the p)eſeruing of thoſe that are yetſouud, and fo? the 
{ecluding and ſeparating of choſe that are ſicke t yet mult this-war- 
ning be therewith ginen, That the infected houſholds inaynotbe [6 
hn: vp,as that thep be alio ſhut outfrom all ſuccour,and retiefe ofne-- 
ceſſarymatutenauce, very many ofthoſe families whichhaue becne, 
and are yet viſlited,bcing ofthe poozer ſozt, To whoſe afflictis,ifyou 
ſhall adde affliction, aud ſtiffer them to want meancs ofozdinary lu- 
ſentation, alas, what (halt become of them, ſceing necefſitie know- 
ethnolaw , and want and hunger bzzake ſtone walles $ Ji which 
caſe ofneevec they mult, and will beake ſo2th fo? the ſuccour of their 
lines, though with neuer ſomuch danger to themſelues, o) others, 
Therefore it hall well beſceme thoſe that are rich, and able to ſhew 
their fellow fecling of their bzethzens neceſſitie 2 tt ſhall wellbecome 
the miſery ofth: time fo2 mcn to be fruitfull tu good wojkes, where= 
by their Chitian duette map be ceſtified vnto God and men, And tt 
ſhall wellagree alſo with the exerciſe of Faſting and Pjayer nowin 
hand, that in every aſſembly gathered together to that cud, there be 
acollectionmade of the beneuolence of the prone , fo bee faithfully 
'3 and: 
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and truely diſtributed by thole that are puttin truſt, vntothepsoze 
- utvp,andviſitedwith this afflictton, So ſhallyourP)ayers, Fa- 
ſting and Almeſdeedes,as the incenſe, and odours of the fatchfull, 
qualifie the ſtench and cozruption of our ſinnes, and as ſacrifices 
wherewith God is welpleaſed,being made acceptable in thatſweete 
ſmelling ſauour ofour ſautour Chailt his tntcreefſion, fhallmitigate 
the wach of God, and turne away thts his indignation from vs, re: 
ſtozing vs againe ts his wonted favour , and our fozmer health and 
ſafetie ; Which grace Gpd the Father of all mercy and conſolation 
graunt vnto-vs cuen fox his dearely beloued Sonne Chyiſt Jeſus 
bis ſake, our onely Lozd and Sauiour, Amen, 


« Order for the F aſt. 


- JP He godly vie of Faſting , intime of com- 
29) [Ee 2xy mon calamitie, as Varre, Famine, Pe- 
22 KA. ſtilence, and alſo when any weightie 
> 7G 2 matter was in hand, forthe Church and 
NES  Common-wealth, is euident in holy 
Scriptures . Whereforeit is neceſlarie in ſo contagi- 
ous time of {ickneſle ( our ſinnes procuring iuſtly the 
wrath of God) that following the godly examples of 
King 7o/aphar, and the King of Niue with others, Faſt- 
ing with prayer bee commanded to the people by their 
Preachers. 


I $0 this Faſt bee helde euery weeke vpon the Wednel- 
day, 


2 All Perfons(children, olde, weake, and ficke folks, and neceſ- 
ſarie Harueſt labourers, orthe like excepted) are required to 
eatevponthat day, but one competent and moderate Meale, 
and that towards.night after Euening prayer : obſeruing ſo- 
brietie ofdiet without ſuperfluitie of ryotous fare, reſpecting 

neceſlitie and not yoluptuouſneſle, 


3 The 
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, The quantitie being bur ſufficient, itisnot fit that any delica- 
cie ſhould be regarded. Letno publike order be contemned - 
herein , nor difhimulation with God committed, pretending 
yodly abftinence, but doing nothing leſle, 


4 The welthicr ſottare carnefily to bee mooued tobeſtow the 
price of the meale forborne,vpon the poore, conſidering the 
miſeric and diftrefle ofa number of huogrie ſoules, either al- 
moſt (taruing forlacke of foode,or being licke with cating vn- 
ſcaſonablemeates, 


5 Thepeople are to be warned to forbeare this day their bodily 
working, and common buying and ſelling (neceflarie occafi- 
ons and labourers excepted) and to beexerciſed allthe timein 
holy prayer, godly Meditations, and reuerend hearing of the 
Scriptures, either readorpreached. Andeſpecially theyareto 
take heede that they ſpend itnotin playes, paſtimes, idleneſle, 
haunting of Tauernes, laſciuious wantonneſle, ſurfeiting and 
drunkennefle: for which finnes (the proper ſinnes of our Nati- 
on) the heauie diſpleaſure and wrath of God is fallen ypon ys. 


6 Admonition1s here laſtly tobe giuen, that onthe ſaid Faſting 
day there be but one Sermon at Morning prayer, andthe ſame 
. not aboue anhowerlong,, and but one at Evening prayer of 
the ſamelength, toauoydethe inconuenience that may grow 
by the abuſe of Faſting : Some cfteeming it a meritorious 
 worke:others agood worke, and of itſelfe acceptableto God 
without due regard ofthe end: others preſuming faQiouſly to 
enter into publike Faſts withoutthe conſent of Authority,and 
others keeping the people together with ouermuch wearines 
and tediouſnefle a whole day together: which in thistime of 
contagion is very dangerous, in ſothicke andcloſe afſemblies 
of the multitudes , God | wan vs graceto repent, andinhis 
mercie turneaway his puniſhment from ys, Amen, 


FINIS. 
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